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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
 

The ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has created formidable challenges in the field 

of education.  Nearly every aspect of education has been impacted, and all 

children, whether here in the Pacific Northwest or at our global partner school in 

Kenya, have been affected. Nevertheless, members of our global, national, 

and local IDA community have risen to fight the hurdles that dyslexic children  

and adults face every day.  

 

As we reflect on 2021, we at IDA-Oregon have much to not only celebrate, but 

to be grateful for as well.  For example, thanks to a generous grant from the 

Richard B. Siegel Foundation, we developed dyslexia infographics and 

animations in low-literacy English and Spanish, aimed at helping our 

underserved communities.  We also launched a Professional Network to 

support the needs of adults with dyslexia. In addition, we held our 45th Annual 

Symposium, led by Dr. Charles Haynes, that focused on effective writing in the 

classroom.  Lastly, we created the Arts & Minds Series, which highlights the 

amazing abilities of adults who have dyslexia.   

 

Each project and event in these pages is the impressive culmination of 

hundreds of hours of volunteer time, as well as speakers who offered 

discounted speaking fees to benefit our branch.  We are extremely grateful for 

everyone who volunteered their time and talent to make 2021 such a success.   

 

If you are not a member of IDA, I cordially invite you to join us and add your 

voice to the larger movement: until EVERYONE can read!  

 

Thank You for being a part of something extraordinary. 

 

Sincerely, 

Danielle Thompson | President 

 

DEAR MEMBERS AND COMMUNITY,  

https://or.dyslexiaida.org/about-us/membership/
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OUR COMMUNITY 
The International Dyslexia Association (IDA) is creating a bright future for every 

individual with dyslexia and other related reading differences. Founded in 1949, the 

oldest global organization dedicated to studying dyslexia, IDA has been the 

authoritative voice of reliable research and information to educate families and 

professionals for over 70 years.  What sets the IDA apart from other organizations is 

our Knowledge and Practice Standards for Teachers of Reading, our Scientific 

Advisory Board, and Structured Literacy™. 

 

The International Dyslexia Association – Oregon Branch is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization that was founded in 1975 by Dorothy Blosser Whitehead.  It is part of 

the IDA and one of 44 branches in the United States and Canada, and part of 20 

global partners. IDA provides educator training, publications, and information and 

support to help students and adults with dyslexia around the world. The IDA -

Oregon Branch includes Oregon plus the Southwest Washington State counties of 

Pacific, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania and Klickitat. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

46 Years Strong! 
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OUR PURPOSE 
Our mission is to raise awareness and understanding of dyslexia, to promote 

effective intervention strategies, and to support individuals with dyslexia, their 

families, and professionals in our community.  

 
 

We strive to create a bright future for all individuals with dyslexia and other related 

reading differences so that they may have richer, more robust lives and access to the 

tools and resources they need. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until Everyone Can Read! 
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OUR LOCAL IMPACT 

 

67 inquiries for 

Information and 

Referrals 

Hosted 46  

Regional Events  

 

211 Individual 

8 Institutional 

Members  

11 Newsletters 

Published 

46 Instagram 

Interviews 

50 Hours 

Training & 

Outreach 

Provided  

1,373 Followers 

1512 Followers 

632 Followers 

154 Subscribers 

14K Visits to Website 

21 Scholarship 

Recipients 

Viewers spent 

9,941 minutes 

watching our 

videos in 2021! 



 

5 

OUR DEMOGRAPHICS 
 

● Population served = 4,865,633 (Oregon + SW Washington)   

● There were 560,917 students enrolled in Oregon public schools on the first 

school day in October 2020 

● Of the 560,917 students enrolled in 2020-21, 222,389 (39.6 percent) were 

students not identified as “White.” 

● 79% of Oregon’s school aged (5-19) population was receiving publicly funded K-

12 education based on estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau, Population 

Division 

● There are 197 School Districts in Oregon   

 

The Literacy Levels 

● The 2020-2021 Oregon Scorecard found that 57.5% of 3rd grade Oregon 

students are reading BELOW Grade 3 Standards (Meets/Exceeds) level in English 

Language Arts (ELA) 

● 2019 NAEP Grade 4 Reading Results Achievement found 64% of students in 

Oregon have Basic or above reading levels.  36% are BELOW basic level. 

● 23,345 students categorized as having Specific Learning Disability.  That is 4% of 

the entire student population (560,917) 

 

 

 

References: 

1 https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/reportcards/Documents/rptcard2021.pdf 

2 https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/OR 

#Until Everyone Can Read 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/OR
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OUR FINANCES  
The IDA – Oregon Branch operates on a lean budget. A solid 72% of all funds goes 

back to the community in the form of COMMUNITY OUTREACH (41%), PROGRAMS 

(7%), and SCHOLARSHIPS (24%). The majority (71%) of our income comes from 

donations and offering training programs (19%).  Our yearly largest fundraiser, the 

Annual IDA Oregon Branch Spring Symposium is our pinnacle training offering and 

we are honored to bring world class experts to the Oregon community. 
 

 

In 2022, with your help, we would 

like to do more and we need your 

support.  Making a donation is a way 

of reaching out a helping hand. By 

providing even a small donation, you 

can be part of an effort to provide 

support, training, and outreach to 

help families and educators improve 

the lives of individuals with dyslexia. 

The Oregon Branch of the 

International Dyslexia Association 

welcomes gifts to help support 

our programs.  We are a 

501(c)(3) non-profit organization; 

donations are tax deductible.  

 
 

 

 

 

Please consider a donation and help make an impact 

on our community! 

 

https://or.dyslexiaida.org/donate/
https://or.dyslexiaida.org/donate/


 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EDUCATE   
 

ADVOCATE 
 

INSPIRE 
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TRAINING and OUTREACH 2021  
In 2021, we hosted 92 virtual outreach and education events designed to increase an 

understanding and awareness of dyslexia and structured literacy, and to empower 

students and adults with dyslexia in networking and advocacy opportunities.  Our 

attendees hailed from all over the world, from a variety of disciplines and roles 

including teachers, parents, private tutors, school psychologists, speech language 

pathologists, neuroscientists, administrators, university professors, librarians, business 

professionals, students, and adults with dyslexia.  
  

Understanding Dyslexia and Structured Literacy Trainings 

Student Empowerment Panel Presentations and Meetings 

Arts & Minds Event 

Assistive Technology Presentations    

Resource Table Events    

Workplace/School/University Presentations 

Adult Professional Dyslexia Network Meetings   

Instagram Live Interviews 

Podcasts 

Symposium   

Total virtual attendees live    

Average volunteers per event 

Hours of Training and Outreach 

4 

20 

1 

2 

2 

5 

11 

46 

1 

1 

1,145 

4 

100 
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ANNUAL SPRING SYMPOSIUM 
The 45th Annual Virtual Spring Symposium was held on April 17, 2021. Our guest 

speaker was Dr. Charles Haynes, author of From Talking to Writing.  Dr. Haynes did a 

masterful job of interacting with attendees and helping us all feel engaged. Co-chairs 

Lynn Lamping and Kara Hanna kept the Symposium flowing and spotlighted our 

Branch initiatives as well as fun and educational giveaways throughout the day. 
 

 
 

There were 92 attendees with the majority (64%) coming from our members and 

22% from non-members, and we were able to provide scholarships for 12 attendees 

thanks to the Whitehead and Wright scholarships.  
 

According to the evaluation responses, 85% of the 

attendees were “very satisfied” with the overall quality of 

the learning experience.  88% of the attendees (agree – 

24%, strongly agree – 64%) believed the writing workshop 

increased their knowledge in teaching narrative and 

expository writing to students.  We appreciate the support 

and participation of all who attended and thank Dr. Haynes for a truly inspirational 

day of learning.  
 

“As a 1st grade teacher, this training really helped me think about the foundational skills that must be 

mastered in order for my students to be prepared for higher level writing.” 

 

“I feel like I am walking away with knowledge about writing that I never even considered.” 
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EQUITY IN EDUCATION 
In response to reports of the abysmal educational inequities and high illiteracy rates 

suffered by children of color in our state and across the country, the Equity in 

Education Committee, chaired by Kate Franken, built steadily on its work initiated in 

2020.   2021 highlights include: 

 

• Contracting with Dr. Irvin Brown to guide the IDA-OR Board of Directors 

through on-going study and discussion concerning our local and national 

history of racism and its impacts on educational and economic opportunities. 
 

• Creating this statement to assist our Board in including individuals with more 

diverse perspectives to guide the mission of IDA-OR: The Equity in Education 

committee has come to understand that the purposeful addition to our Board 

of individuals with a variety of cultural and racial perspectives can lend crucial 

insight into the barriers that create education inequities in our state, thus 

empowering our organization to widen our reach to the broadest possible 

community of struggling readers, regardless of socioeconomic status, ethnicity, 

gender, sexuality, religion, culture, or race. 
 

• Forwarding to the Board the following resolution for adoption: Through a 

collaboration of the Nominating, Equity in Education, and Executive 

committees, and with the input of the full Board, IDA-OR should begin 

immediately to actively recruit qualified individuals of color to fill Board of 

Directors and Advisory Board membership positions.   
 

• Listening to and collaborating with several mission partners to further our 

learning and amplify important work in the areas of literacy, equity, and 

education. Until Everyone Can Read. 
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IDA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The Annual Reading, Literacy & Learning Conference is an excellent source of 

information for anyone affected by dyslexia and other learning-based challenges. 

The 2021 event featured leading experts in the areas of dyslexia, structured literacy, 

and research, who are transforming the science of reading in every classroom and 

into the fabric of today’s educational system. This virtual live stream and on-demand 

conference included general sessions, symposia, poster sessions, the IDA Virtual 

Bookstore, the IDA Virtual Exhibit Hall, and innovative access to the IDA conference 

experience using state-of-the art and easy to use IDA TV.   

 

Our Board Vice President, Jared Blank, and Director, Shelbe Park presented a poster 

session on Dyslexia & Sport:  Considerations and Opportunities for Resiliency in Sport 

and Educational Arenas.  

 

Thanks to a generous grant from Cherida Collins Smith, we were able to offer 10 

scholarships to teachers to attend this premier learning opportunity.  

 

Save the date for IDA’s 2022 Conference!   

November 10-13, 2022, San Antonio, Texas 



 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATE 
 

ADVOCATE 
 

INSPIRE 
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ADULT OUTREACH 
PROFESSIONAL DYSLEXIA NETWORK 

BY JESSE RAPPORT, FOUNDER PDN, ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBER, IDA-OREGON 

 

We started the Professional Dyslexia 

Network in February 2021, with the 

hope of creating a space for peers to 

come together in a community to feel 

supported and seen as they continue to 

navigate living with dyslexia in 

adulthood.  It is a live monthly chat 

space for adults living with dyslexia to 

connect, learn from each other, and 

share resources.  Our hope is that we 

can help people further their goals 

whether that be as a student, employee, 

or in their career.   

 

We have established a very robust, 

committed group of folks who come 

every month, and as an adult with dyslexia myself, I have never in my life felt so seen 

and understood.  Another member reported, “I think one of the biggest things that I 

get from that group is the camaraderie.  There are so many times where we start 

talking about something specific with dyslexia or ADHD and somebody’s laughing or 

nodding because we’ve all been there.”  

 

We have also connected with IDA Branches around the country, and it is clear that 

developing more spaces for adults to connect is needed, and we are excited to 

continue building bridges for our members in Oregon and around the country. 
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PARENT & PROVIDER OUTREACH 
DEVELOPMENT OF SPANISH AND ENGLISH DYSLEXIA INFOGRAPHICS 

AND ANIMATIONS 
 

In the United States there are 41.7 million native Spanish speakers and another 12 

million who are bilingual.  Latino families often live in households with varying 

degrees of Spanish and English fluency. In addition, many of our 3 million migrant 

and seasonal workers primarily speak a dialect or have not had the educational 

opportunities to achieve a high rate of literacy.  While dyslexia affects up to 1 in 5 

people, general knowledge of dyslexia in the Latino community, along with a severe 

lack of culturally appropriate resources, has resulted in a scarcity of identification and 

support for Latino individuals with dyslexia.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We at the International Dyslexia Association- Oregon Branch recognize this inequity 

and our important role in advocating for our underserved communities. Thanks to a 

generous grant from the Richard B. Siegel Foundation and input from our local 

Latino community, we have created a library of easy-to-understand information in 

multiple formats. We believe that creating high-quality dyslexia materials in a 

culturally appropriate context is a vital step in striving toward equity as we work to 

make sure every child can read.  We are excited to share our new low-literacy 

English and Spanish infographics and animations about dyslexia. Help us get the 

word out about this new free resource!   

 

https://or.dyslexiaida.org/dyslexia/
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ARTS & MINDS 
CELEBRATING EXTRAORDINARY DYSLEXICS 

 

We were proud to launch our first Arts & Minds event hosted by Jared Blank, 

celebrating the moving work of Krista Weltner, Lydia Hess, and Lida Winfield. This 

powerful evening inspired us to not only enjoy the beauty of art, but to recognize 

the power different art forms have to communicate hope, healing, and 

transformation.  

 

Through the ticket sales and generous donations during this event, we were able to 

fund a Running the Distance Student Scholarship.   
 

Thank you for an awesome and inspirational experience.  I loved it and would love to 

share it with others.  Great way for people to learn, understand and respect dyslexia 

and diversity.  
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INSTAGRAM LIVE INTERVIEWS 
 

The IDA-Oregon Branch began conducting weekly 

interviews on Instagram Live to connect with our 

membership and community during this time of 

COVID-19.  By sharing stories of struggle, 

empowerment, and transformation, our weekly 

guests help us all to know we are not alone! For the 

second year, our Vice President, Jared S. Blank, 

hosted weekly interviews with remarkable students, 

parents, teachers, advocates, and professionals, and he will continue the weekly 

inspiring chats throughout 2022.  

We invite you to join us on Monday nights at 7:00 pm on 

Instagram by following @jaredsblank and 

@dyslexiayouarenotalone.  

 

https://www.instagram.com/dyslexiayouarenotalone 

You can also find our past interviews on our YouTube page.   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzg7Ye7zhjlWIlvNlSkyy9w
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STUDENT EMPOWERMENT  

The IDA - Oregon Branch Student Empowerment Group 

started back in 2013 when past President Shelbe Park 

envisioned a group of dyslexic students, by working 

together as a team, could have an opportunity to 

advocate for themselves (and for others), to teachers, 

parents and interested community groups. It quickly 

became clear that teachers and parents listened to these 

young adults’ stories and heard their pleas to be understood, far more succinctly 

than any lecture given by well-meaning adults!   

 

The IDA - Oregon Branch Student 

Empowerment Group for students in grades 

6th-12th is a great way to meet peers in your 

area, socialize and grow valuable leadership 

skills.  It is one of our Branch pillars of 

importance. 

 

In 2021, we continued to meet virtually on 

zoom.  Although it was disheartening not to 

be able to get together and see each other, 

we made the best of it and our students 

helped each other through a tough year. We created monthly contests where we 

could show our artwork and creativity.  It was 

wonderful to see the talent of our students 

celebrated. Our student empowerment member 

Lucy created an amazing new character, Scarlet 

Bandit.  

The Student Empowerment group also managed 

to do some virtual presentations. The best part of 

being virtual was it allowed students from all over 

to attend our meetings.   
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We also continued our Dyslexia You Are Not Alone outreach by sending wristbands 

to fellow dyslexics around the country and internationally.   

 

During October, Our Student Empowerment group had a blast hosting our Dyslexia 

Rocks Campaign. People from all over shared rocks they created for dyslexia 

awareness month.  

 

For more information on our Student Empowerment Panel, please visit: 

https://or.dyslexiaida.org/you-are-not-alone/ 

 

 

 

#StudentEmpowerment 

https://or.dyslexiaida.org/you-are-not-alone/
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BRANCH SCHOLARSHIPS  
Scholarships are a critical component to our community education. We are grateful 

to our generous sponsors and donors who allow the opportunity for members and 

teachers to earn professional development in dyslexia and Structured Literacy, and 

for our students to pursue their post-high school dreams. 

 
 

 

 

For our 45th Annual Symposium, we were proud to offer 12 scholarships thanks to 

our Dorothy Whitehead and Gary and Judy Wright Scholarships established in 2008 

and 2011 respectively. 

 

For the Annual International Dyslexia Association’s Virtual Conference, we were 

proud to offer four scholarships from our Cherida Collins Smith Scholarship. 

● Ms. Collins Smith has been providing grants for teachers to attend the national 

conference since 1987 in honor of her mentor, Gloria Zeal Davis  

 

  

 21 Scholarships Awarded! 
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RUNNING THE DISTANCE SCHOLARSHIPS 

2018 Jared S. Blank completed the World Marathon Challenge, running seven 

marathons on seven continents in seven days, while raising over $50,000 for The 

International Dyslexia Association.  A portion of those funds became our Branch’s 

Running the Distance Student Scholarship fund.   

In 2021 we were honored to award scholarships to five students to help them achieve 

their post-high school dreams.  Our recipients are studying Microbiology at Oregon 

State University, Athletic Training and Physical Therapy at the University of Idaho, 

Dance at Snow College, Culinary Arts at Central Oregon Community College, and 

Vet Tech/Veterinarian at Penn Foster. We wish them all the best as they run their 

distance. To read more about an RTD winner, click here. 

We look forward to meeting the new round of applicants in 2022 and supporting the 

next generation of students.  Please help support these scholarships by 

DONATING to IDA Oregon. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://or.dyslexiaida.org/rtd-scholarship-winner/
https://or.dyslexiaida.org/donate/
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RUNNING THE DISTANCE BOOK & APPAREL 
 

Jared Blank was only five years old when he realized something 

was different. He was having trouble learning to read, holding a 

pencil, using scissors, and tying his shoes. As it turned out, 

Jared had dyslexia, and he still does. With the help of his family, 

friends, teachers, and mentors, Jared learned to see his learning 

obstacles as opportunities, and his journey with dyslexia has 

resulted in amazing things. Jared graduated from USC and 

then went on to earn two Masters degrees, ran the World Marathon Challenge, 

wrote a book, and became ordained; Jared is an inspiring mentor and advocate for 

dyslexia around the world.   
 

In addition to book sales (in hardback, paperback, eBook, and 

audiobook), we are pleased to offer Running the Distance 

apparel.  100% of the proceeds go toward helping students with 

dyslexia run their distance and achieve their dreams.   
 

"It is important to me that we continue to find ways to support 

students locally as well as globally."  Jared S. Blank 
 

Click HERE for more information on Jared Blank and Running the Distance.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Until Everyone Can Read! 

https://or.dyslexiaida.org/running/
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LOOKING AHEAD in 2022 
Our Branch carries forth the mission begun in 1976 by our founder, Dorothy Blosser 

Whitehead.  This year we honor and build on the work of those who have served 

before us by striving to close the opportunity gap and the achievement gap, as well 

as spotlighting and celebrating students and adults with dyslexia.  Our areas of focus 

will be:  
 

• Promote IDA Accreditation & Standards with University Programs and Teacher 

Certification 

• Promote Structured Literacy in Every Classroom 

• Increase Representation and Information & Support around Dyslexia in 

Underserved Areas 

• Provide Opportunities for Networking, Inspiration, and Empowerment 

 

We invite you to check our website for more information and events throughout the 

year including our:   

• 46th Annual Virtual Symposium with Dr. Melissa Farrall on April 16, 2022  

• Professional Dyslexia Network for adults 18+. Virtual Meetings are the first 

Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm PT. 

• Arts & Minds Event: Celebrating Extraordinary Dyslexics  

• Student Empowerment Monthly Meetings and Events 

• Educator Network Virtual Meetings  

 

High Quality Information + Support = Empowerment & Transformation 

 

 

 

 
 

or.dyslexiaida.org 
 

 

Locally. Nationally. Globally. 

https://or.dyslexiaida.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DyslexiaOR/
https://www.youtube.com/c/IDAOregon
https://www.instagram.com/dyslexiayouarenotalone/
https://twitter.com/or_dyslexiaida
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2021 - IDA OREGON BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michele 
Barnett, 
Director

Rachel 
Hansen, 
Director

Shelbe
Park, 

Director

Kate 
Franken, 
Director

Larissa 
Whalen 

Garfias (PA-C) 
Director

Tanya 
Haas, 

Director
Lynn 

Lamping, 
Director

Kathleen 
Vincent, 
Director

Kara 
Hanna, 
Director

Jared 
Blank, Vice 
President

Jim Snyder, 
Treasurer

Danielle 
Thompson, 
President

Andrew 
Peterson, 
Secretary
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2021 - IDA OREGON ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT: 

https://or.dyslexiaida.org/about-us/board-of-directors/ 

https://or.dyslexiaida.org/about-us/advisory-council/ 

  

Anita L. 
Archer, 
PH.D.

Julie Esparza 
Brown, EdD

Dr. Irvin M 
Brown

Christy Perel
Coss, MD

Pete 
Denman

Rabbi Tzvi
Fischer

Elizabeth 
Dove Dalia Avello

Jesse 
Rapport

Jon Potter

Todd 
“Hammer” 

Semmes

https://or.dyslexiaida.org/about-us/board-of-directors/
https://or.dyslexiaida.org/about-us/advisory-council/


 

26 

IN APPRECIATION  
To our named and anonymous donors in 2021, we are grateful for your support! 

 

Adam B 

Alan B 

Amy E 

Andrea W 

Andrew P 

Anne P 

Baron/Gilbert Fund 

Betsy R 

Brittany H 

Carol E 

Carolyn B 

Cherida C 

Cherie D 

Christina S 

Christy C 

Conor K 

Corinna P 

Daleen V 

Danielle T 

Debra K 

Della E 

Don R 

Elizabeth D 

Emma T 

Gean B 

Ismael A 

IT Sense, LLC 

James and Sharon B 

Jane C 

Jared B 

Jay L 

Jennifer S and John U 

 

Jim S 

Joe's Goods 

Jodi S 

John M 

John K 

John C 

Jonathan   

Joshua C 

Judy W 

K S 

Kara H 

Kate F 

Kathleen   

Kathleen V 

Kevin W 

Kristin S 

Larissa W 

Lynetta W 

Lynn L 

Margo M 

Marian O 

Marilyn B 

Mary H 

Melanie K 

Meryl G 

Michael   

Michon S 

Monicah M 

Nancy H 

Nancy T 

Nicolas I 

OCF 

 

OJCF 

Oscar and Patricia S 

Owen and Lynn B 

Patricia M 

Patricia W 

Patricia K 

Pete & WendyLeigh W 

Rachel H 

Rick and Terri P 

Robert and Rita P 

Ron Y 

Ronald & Linda T 

Scott D 

Shelbe P 

Siegel Foundation 

Stephen M 

Susie M 

Tanya H 

Teresa A 

Theresa J 

Thomas H 

Tyler M 

Tyron B 
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IN APPRECIATION CONTINUED 
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